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All aboard for 2010 launch

THE Geelong Thoroughbred Club will launch 2010 in
style with a special bay cruise on Friday February 12.

The club has booked the passenger ferry Hygeia for the
night with guests arriving at 7pm sharp for a 7.30

departure.

For 3-1/2 hours we will cruise the bay and enjoy

gourmet finger food and drinks.

Seats are limited on a first in first served basis with

priority given to financial members.

Cost is yet to be finalised but it will be attractive for

members.

Constructed in Queenscliff in 1963, the Hygeia operates
regular summer services between Sorrento, Portsea and

Queenscliff.

Departure is from the Fishermans Pier basin at the end of
Yarra Street on the Geelong Waterfront.

details will be released together with the 2010
Membership Kits which will mailed in mid-January.

Full

December 10.

to members.

AGM
RESULT

THE Geelong Thoroughbred Club
recorded a loss of $1041 last finan-
cial year.

It was the first loss for the club in
three years and followed a profit of
$1584 in 2007-08.

Net assets declined marginally from
$24,870 to $24,092.

The loss was partly blamed on func-
tion non-attendance of some members
who failed to notify the club when they
would be absent.

Under club rules members are fined
the function price for non-attendance
should they fail to lodge an apology at
least 48 hours before an event.

The club has so far cautioned without
fining, but members should be aware
that while discretion will be used, closer
adherence to the rule needs to be en-
forced next year in the interest of fair-
ness to all members.

Election
THE Geelong Thoroughbred Club
AGM was held at the Geelong Racing
Club on Thursday November 26.

Ray Archibald, David McGuinness and
Tim Humpage were all re-elected unop-
posed.

The club has accepted the resignation
of Debbie Kingshott as secretary.

Debbie and Aaron lost their son
Heath at the end of October.

The club has passed on its condo-
lences on behalf of all members to the
family.

Former secretary Denis Craven has
agreed to fill the post of secretary again.

2008-09 Functions

A TOTAL of 513 people attended Gee-
long Thoroughbred Club functions in
2008-09.

There were three dinners and two
luncheons held at the Geelong Racing Club

The Hygeia

December Dinner off

TIMING is everything and that is why the club has
abandoned the December Dinner planned for

Following discussion at the AGM it was decided that the
function would be too close to Christmas to be beneficial

On behalf of the committee we wish all members and
their families a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

as well as the Geelong Racehorse Of The
Year Awards Dinner at the Geelong
Football Club.

Highlights included the Breakwater
racecourse Centenary Luncheon in De-
cember, a Grand Quiz Night in April, and
viewing of the 2009 Melbourne Cup
trophy in May before it went on an Aus-
tralia-wide and New Zealand tour.

Guest speakers during the year were
former chief racing writer of The Age,
Tony Bourke, as well as authors Andrew
Lemon and Peter Klein.

The venue for the 2010 Rana Floors
Geelong Racehorse Of The Year is yet to
be decided.

The Dual Choice room at the Geelong
Racing Club is among those being con-

sidered.
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Punters Club
FOR the second time four years the Punters Club has
finished in profit.

The club wound up $158.60 in front which compared with a
$406.75 profit last year.

Punter of the Year was Greg Welsh with a club record profit
of $535.00 on September 19.

Greg will be presented with a special trophy at our first
meeting of 2010.

Past Punters of the Year will also be acknowledged
retrospectively.

Bob Bickett ($290.30, 2006), Ern Opie ($116.00, 2007),
Stephen Sells ($520.30, 2008).

There were 36 members of the Punters Club in 2009 and the
profit per member is $4.40. Profit per member (40) last year
was $10.15.

Combined total profit per member over the last two years is
$14.55 7 ($64.55 per member including outlay).

The Punters Club is open to all Geelong Thoroughbred Club
members. The new season starts in March.

Owners Award

MEMBERS are reminded that the Owners Award is
again up and running this season.

If you have a horse you would like to nominate then please
advise ASAP.

Those who had a horse nominated this year will
automatically have it renominated for the new season unless
they advise otherwise.

The Zeebac holds on to beat ltstheone (inside) in the
2009 Briseis Gold Cup at Geelong on December 3.

Inside running for Geelong races

THE running rail will be back in the true position at
Geelong on Boxing Day for the first time since early 2008,
The Geelong Cup has been run over 2406m the last two

years because the inside metre of grass had a salinity issue as
a result of the drought.

Track manager Matt Mayor said significant rainfall in
November had rectified the problem.

Meanwhile work replacing the Geelong ThoroughTrack is
scheduled to start in mid-December.

The track will be ripped up and a ProRide track laid. Work
should be completed by the middle of February.

New GRC President

THE Geelong Racing Club website reveals that Keith
Sutton is the new club president.

Vice-president is Karyn Lewis while former president
Michael Jennings remains on the committee.

Crime Bolsters Geelong Cup form

GEELONG Cup form continues to hold up in the
Melbourne Cup.

4EEO UAAO 'T AT 1 PEET &8O #OEI
Melbourne Cup after a fading sixth in the Geelong Cup.

Geelong Cup winner Leica Ding finished 14th at Flemington,
seven lengths behind Melbourne Cup winner Shocking.

Basaltico (7th Geelong Cup) and Gallions Reach (13th
Geelong Cup ) finished 18th and 13th in the Melbourne Cup
respectively.

Merchandise

CLUB members are reminded that they are able to
purchase current and past club ties.

We have 2003, 2005 and 2008 versions available.

The 2008 boxed gift tie set includes cufflinks and
handkerchief and can be purchased for $30.

The 2003 ties are $10 and 2005 ties are $20. Both have a
blue background.

Darren Weir-trained Leica Ding charges down the
outside to win the 2009 Geelong Cup.

Coming Geelong race meetings

Sat 26th December - Boxing Day
Sat 2nd January 2010
Wed 20th January 2010
Wed 7th January 2010
Sat 13th February 2010 - Geelong St Patrick’s




